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Wilson, R., Brookbon, Co. [There were no examinations in September.] STATE OF THE LECTURING TRADE.
We extract, (says an esteemed cotemporary,) the following account of the doctormanufacture in the provincial towns of England, from the Provincial Medical Journal, published in London: ? " In the preceding pages we have given as complete an account, as we were able to obtain from official documents, of the provincial medical schools of the united kingdom, and of the regulations adopted by the principal corporations, or other bodies duly authorized to confer licenses to practise in medicine. " The number of provincial schools is considerable ; some of them we have omitted, from being unable to collect the necessary documents ; but we are rather under than over the mark in estimating them at twenty-six. " Two principal causes may be assigned for this unwholesome complexion of the professorial market. In the first place, the number of medical students is annually decreasing. Parents begin to find that the medical profession, overstocked in every corner of the kingdom, treated with contempt by the authorities, and pilfered in every possible way by the public, is not the royal road to honour and wealth which it was once supposed to be ; hence, the industrious pursuits of the rising generation are directed to other and more profitable channels, and the pupils in lecture-rooms are, like angels' visits,' few and far between.' " In the second place, the number of students who visit the capitals of England, Ireland, and Scotland, is very considerably influenced by the competition of the provincial schools ; and this influence, as we predicted long ago, is increased with every passing year. The council of the College of Surgeons endeavoured to check the progress of the provincial schools as long as they were able ; but the injustice became too crying, and they were forced to yield. At these schools the student may now complete his surgical education without attending a single lecture in London ; and it is not to be wondered that parents should prefer keeping their children under their own immediate control, rather than expose them to the temptations and corruptions of a distant metropolis. Every student residing in or near any of the recognized provincial hospitals will, henceforward, pass these four years in the provinces, and the only recruits on which London can count, are those who reside in villages or towns at a distance from cities, and, therefore, may be indifferent whether they proceed to the metropolis or to the provincial schools in their neighbourhood.
" The regulation to which we have just alluded will not only have the effect of diminishing the number of students in London, but must also influence, in no small degree, the annual number of licentiates admitted by the College of Surgeons.
" Taken in connection with medical education, we by no means disapprove of this rule ; nor do we regard the term of four years as too long for the student to devote to clinical medicine and surgery ; we merely notice the effects which it must eventually produce, and not the least desirable of these will be the converting the college into warm advocates for medical reform. This, we say, must eventually occur ; for as the number of students, deterred by four years' hospital practice, will seek their licenses from other and less expensive sources, the college, attacked in its tender point, must demand, in its own defence, uniformity of qualification, and must yield, in return, equality of privileges throughout the united kingdom.
"We had intended to extend these remarks to the various points connected with medical education, and to a view of the progress of medical affairs during the last twelve months ; but the space which we have devoted to the schools and licensing bodies, in the first part of the journal, compels us to conclude." So, then, there are twenty-six medical schools in the country towns of England, in addition to the scores of them to be found in London, Dublin, and Scotland. Twenty-six schools, at ten pupils to each school, gives a sum total of two hundred and sixty candidates for " medical honours" in the rural districts alone; but who shall dare to say, that ten pupils is an average class for such flourishing " institutions?" Say, then, twenty to each, and twenty, it must be admitted, is a very moderate allowance to ten lecturers, constituting the staff of a perfect establishment Twenty pupils, then, to each of the twenty-six schools, gives five hundred and twenty aspirants to wealth and distinction, in addition to the metropolitan hosts of recruits enlisted for the reduction of a dangerously increasing population. What a consolation this for the Malthusians, who never anticipated so valuable a " check!" But, however gratifying this prospect may be to the disinterested labourers in the diffusion of medical knowledge, there are others who think that, like every similar benefit, this carries with it a corresponding quantity of evil. Men, who are so destitute of re> finement as to think that a principal use of medical skill is to enable the possessor of it to earn a livelihood by its exercise, begin to think that this most laudable anxiety to benefit the human race by the communication of information, otherwise destined to be for ever buried in oblivion, may be followed by mischievous consequences to them. What is sport to you, most eloquent and profound lecturers! is death to us hard-working and pains-taking practitioners. If you, to save being laughed at for wasting your eloquence on stools and benches, go into the lanes and alleys, the farmyards and highways, to collect an audience, sooner or later these people, thus enticed from their legitimate pursuits, must be found tendering their services as medical practitioners to the public, who neither know nor care whether they are competent or not, and who will consider their cheapness their best recommendation.1 This must be the consequence of this extension of the town nuisance to the country. 
